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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 7965 
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TAGS: PINT, IT 

SUBJECT: MORO KIDNAPPING/ ITALIAN POLITICAL SCENE 

1 . SEN. BARTOLOMEI, PRESIDENT OF DC GROUP IN SENATE, 

SOUGHT MEETING WITH POLITICAL COUNSELOR ON MAY 2. 

PRIMARY PURPOSE WAS APPARENTLY TO ASK WHETHER, AS ASSERTED 
BY PAESE SERA AND OTHER LEFT PUBLICATIONS, UNSYG 
WALDHEIM S APPEAL TO THE RED BRIGADES (RB) WAS 
INSTIGATED BY THE USG. BARTOLOMEI COMMENTED THAT THE 
FORMULATON OF WALDHEIM'S APPEAL GAVE THE RB WHAT THEY 
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ARE SEEKING, I.E., RECOGNITION AS A LEGITIMATE POLITICAL 
FORCE. REFUSAL OF SUCH RECOGNITION IS THE FUNDAMENTAL 
ISSUE INVOLVED IN THE GOI'S AND DC'S CONTINUED REFUSAL 
TO NEGOTIATE OR CONSIDER AN EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS WITH THE 
RB AND THE DC LEADERS FEEL VERY STRONGLY THAT THEIR POSI- 
TION ON THIS ISSUE MUST BE MAINTAINED. IN RESPONSE 
TO BARTOLOMEI'S QUESTION. THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR 
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ASSURED HIM THAT WALDHEIM HAD NOT ACTED AT THE REQUEST OR 
INSTIGATION OF THE USG, THAT INSOFAR AS WE HERE IN 
ROME KNOW WALDHEIM HAS NO PRESENT PLAN FOR ANY FURTHER 
INITIATIVE, AND THAT WE FULLY UNDERSTAND THE REASONS 
FOR THE GOI'S AND DC S CONCERN ON THIS ISSUE. 

2. IN THE COURSE OF THE ABOVE DISCUSSION BARTOLOMEI 
WAS PARTICULARLY CRITICAL OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY'S 
(PSI) INITIATIVES TOWARD SOME KIND OF NEGOTIATION 
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AD THE RB, FOR ESSENTIALLY THE 
SAME REASON THAT HE WAS CRITICAL OF WALDHEIM. HE 
ATTRIBUTED THE PSI'S EFFORT TO A CALCULATION THAT IT 
MIGHT HAVE SOME POSITIVE EFFECT IN THE LOCAL ELECTIONS 
TO BE HELD IN ITALY ON MAY 14. 

3. BARTOLOMEI ALSO STAED THAT THE PSI INITIATIVE IS 
TENDING TO DESTABILIZE THE PRESENT FIVE-PARTY GOVERNING 
MAIORITY. IN ADDITION, THE PCI LEADERSHIP IS GETTING REST- 
LESS, IN PART BECAUSE OF THE CONTRASTS BETWEEN THE 
LEADERSHIP AND ELEMENTS IN THE BASE WHICH FAVOR THE RB, 

AND IN PART BECAUSE THE PCI SEES THE "LAW AND ORDER" 

ISSUE AS A SUPERB OPORTUNITY TO EXTEND ITS APPEAL TO 
THE DISTURBED AND WORRIED MIDDLE CLASSES. FOR ALL OF 
THESE REASONS, BARTOLOMEI SAID THAT EARLY NATIOAL ELECTIONS 
(BY THE END OF JUNE OR EARLY JULY) CANNOT BE EXCLUDED. 

THERE IS STILL ONE CHANCE IN THREE THAT THEY WILL 
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OCCUR-IF THEY DO,IT WILL E AT PCI INITIATIVE. 

4. IN A RECENT CONVERSATION WITH THE AMBASSADOR, 

FANFANI ALSO MADE REFERENCE TO A GROWING BUT STILL 
UNCERTAIN POSSIBILITY OF EARLY ELECTION S .GARDNER 
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